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Now IIT-B online courses for housewives

http://www.asianage.com/mumbai/now-iit-b-online-courses-housewives-862

The Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay (I1T-B) launched IITBombayX, the ‘extended’ online educational
services for the benefit of Indian learners and training workshops for teachers on January 26 at the institute at
the hands of Prof. Devang Khakhar, Director, II'T Bombay. The service will offer MOOCs (Massive Open
Online Courses) that includes modifications to make it suitable for blended MOOCs and Indian language
interfaces. The functionality is expected to be extended in future to also cover special needs of school education
and vocational training.

Speaking about the courses that will be offered initially, Prof Deepak Phatak who designed and worked on the
format with the help of other professors, researchers and students said that initially the courses on offer would
include introduction to computer programming, thermodynamics and signals, and systems.

While speaking about IITBX Prof Phatak said, “Enhancing quality of education cannot be achieved without
appropriate use of technology. We at IIT Bombay are happy to use new opportunities like IITBombayX. These
online courses emphasise on availability of information/material, easy access and learning. It is not only
beneficial for students but even the TLOKT (Teach 10,000 teachers) workshops will now adopt a blended
MOOC model to reach out to millions.”

Prof U N Gaitonde from the department of mechanical engineering while speaking about the absence of any age
limit for the courses and the feedback they received from the pilots ran earlier during the testing phase said,
“MOOCs provide a pleasant satisfaction of reaching out to a large number of students — from 15-year-olds to
75-year-olds. The feedback received is also diverse, and is hence rich and valuable.”
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Ajnala village picked as I1M Amritsar site
Hindustan Times (Chandigarh)

AMRITSAR: The Punjab government has finalised Awan village in Ajnala tehsil, 35 km from here, as the
location for setting up the Indian Institute of Management (1IM), Amritsar.

Chief minister Parkash Singh Badal has given the nod to the location and the district administration has
earmarked 150 acres in the village for the institute.

Deputy commissioner Ravi Bhagat told HT, “After detailed discussions, it has been decided that the 1M will
come up at Awan. The site has been selected as it has good approach road and is near the international airport.
The place also has a good approach road from the Fatehgarh Churian side. It is a panchayat land and there are
no acquisition issues.”

Bhagat said since the chief minister had signed the documents, a central team was expected to visit the site,
following which the Centre would sanction the budget.

He said the institute would give a major fillip to the place and would attract students from all over the country.

Of the eight locations seen, the administration had shortlisted two — Awan and Sheron Bagga near Baba
Bakala.

Union finance minister Arun Jaitley had announced the 11M for Punjab during the general budget of 2014. Since
then the administration was on the lookout for the land.
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